
T E A C H I N G  R E S O U R C E S
We all know just how incredibly popular football is among children of all ages, with 
many following their favourite club and idolizing the players. 

To encourage reluctant readers this resource pack will develop literacy skills using titles 
from the Ultimate Football Heroes series. 

The pack is aimed at KS2 Years 4, 5 and 6 but can easily be adapted for younger or older 
pupils. The books have a suggested reading age of nine years and up.

Each book is supported by clear cross-curriculum objectives. Think of the resources as a 
kitbag, with simple warm-up activities, more focused main action activities and added 
time extension ideas followed by the inevitable post-activity analysis. The aim is to have 
fun and make connections to readers through the power of football!

Readers will be encouraged to hone their reading skills in inference and deduction 
in comprehension. They will also explore writing for different audiences through 
different genres including biographies, developing story plans, comic book strips, and 
becoming critical thinkers.
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Bale tracks the Welsh wizard’s impressive rise from talented 

schoolboy to Real Madrid star. This is the inspiring story 

of how Bale beat the odds and became one of the most 

 expensive players in football history at that time.
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A I M  O F  T H E  G A M E :

L i t e r a c y  o b j e c t i v e s :

•	 Participate in discussions about books, build their own ideas and listen to and challenge others’ ideas
•	 Summarise the main ideas in paragraphs and identify the key points 

P S H E E  o b j e c t i v e :

•	 To explore how someone develops self-improvement through aspiration to be a better sportsperson 
 

T E C H N I C A L  A R E A :

Gather together all the things you’ll need for this activity:
•	 P r i n t e d  c o p i e s  f o r  e a c h  c h i l d  o f :

•	 K E E P I N G  A  C L E A N  S H E E T  1 

•	 P L AY E R  P R O F I L E 

•	 T h r e e  c h a i r s

•	 A c c e s s  t o  w e b s i t e s  a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  b o o k s  a b o u t  s p o r t s p e o p l e

WA R M - U P  A C T I V I T Y :

Invite the class to share what sports they enjoy taking part 
in and collate the answers to give an idea of the most or 
least popular. Why do they like playing particular sports? 
Encourage everyone to share and to listen to what others 
have to say. Are there any common themes as to what 
motivates people to participate in sport? Is it to be healthy, 
to be part of a team, to win medals or trophies, to represent 
the team/school/county/country? Or are there other 
motivations?
 

T H E  A C T I O N :

Explain that the children should be thinking about what 
genre of book this is. Is it a fiction or non-fiction book? Is it a 
biography or autobiography? Talk about biographies being 
written by other people and autobiographies being written 
by the person themselves. Who are the writers of this book 
and what can they find out about them? The writers have 
based their writing on facts they have researched, but they 
are also expressing opinions based on that research. 

Challenge the children to complete the comprehension 
activity KEEPING A CLEAN SHEET linked to the first extract. 
They should be looking for key ideas in the paragraphs. They 
should also be looking for ideas or information that they can 
deduce from their reading. That means understanding what 
is written based on the evidence in the text.

Football resource 1.indd   3 17/08/2017   19:53



Once everyone has completed the challenge invite two children to share their answers by coming up to be ‘match 
analysts’, so have three seats in the front of the classroom ready, television studio style. The teacher, or another 
child, can act as the show compere and ask the questions from the comprehension activity. Does everyone agree with 
the answers? Have the extract up on the interactive whiteboard so that everyone can check.  

•	 W h a t  w e r e  t h e  k e y  i d e a s  t h a t  c a m e  o u t  o f  t h i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  b o o k ?  

•	 W a s  G a r e t h  B a l e  a s p i r a t i o n a l  a s  a  y o u n g  c h i l d ?  

•	 W h a t  d o e s  a s p i r a t i o n a l  m e a n ?  D o e s  i t  m a k e  a  d i f f e r e n c e  t o  s p o r t s p e o p l e  t o  b e 

a s p i r a t i o n a l ? 

 

A D D I T I O N A L  T I M E  A D D E D :

To complete this activity the children will need to have read the complete book. 

Using their skills of deduction they will gather information from the text to create a player profile. The book is jam-
packed with information about Gareth Bale, both as a player and as a person. Go through each of the sections so 
that the children have a clear idea about what information they are looking for. At the research stage the children 
could work in pairs or small groups as several heads are better than one! Each child will need a copy of a PLAYER 

PROFILE to complete with words and pictures. 

The activity template could also be used to create a template about themselves as a sportsperson or select their 
favourite footballer or sportsperson from another team or sport.

M A T C H  A N A LY S I S :

At the final whistle discuss the reading comprehension skills the class learned or practiced in these two activities 
and talk about what they’ve learned about Gareth Bale. Was Bale the type of football player they would like to 
become? What qualities did he have that helped him to achieve success? 
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Read the extract from Bale carefully. All the answers are in the extract or you can 

work out the answer by deduction. Remember to answer in complete sentences! 

EXTRACT one
from ‘Bale’, pp. 23-24

Gareth wasn’t the worst student but he wasn’t the best either. Like a lot of other seven-year-old 
boys, he was clever and did well when he tried hard, but there was usually something else on his 
mind. When he wasn’t playing football, he was normally dreaming about it, or thinking about it. How 
would it feel to score the winning goal in a cup final? What would he need to do to become the best? 
He knew he was faster than the other kids he played against for Eglwys Newydd Primary School, but 
he had to work on his other skills like passing, dribbling, tackling and heading.

There was a long way to go if he was going to be as good as his new hero, Ryan Giggs. The 
Manchester United wizard was taking the Premier League by storm, making defenders look silly with 
his amazing abilities. Gareth loved watching him with the ball at his feet, moving one way and then the 
other – it was so exciting. ‘That kid’s got everything,’ Gareth’s father said one day when they watched 
Giggs on TV. ‘In a year or two, he’ll be one of the best in the world.’ Gareth was sixteen years younger 
but they had three things in common: they were both Welsh, they were both left-footed wingers and 
they were both really fast. Anything was possible.

T H E  K I T B A G : 
K E E P I N G  A  C L E A N  S H E E T  1
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Colour in the footballs - 1 football if you think you could do better next time 
right up to 5 footballs if you are a star player and got all the answers right!

H O W  D I D 
Y O U  D O ?

1.	 What sort of student was Gareth?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

2.	 How was Gareth like other seven-year-old boys at school?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

3.	 What distracted him from his schoolwork?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

4.	 He dreamt or thought about two things, what were they?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

5.	 Who was his hero and why?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

6.	 What skills did Gareth already have as a footballer?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

7.	 What were the skills he knew he had to improve on?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

8.	 How many years younger was Gareth than Ryan Giggs?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

9.	 What was Gareth’s father opinion about Ryan Giggs?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

10.	 What three things did Gareth have in common with his hero?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

1 0
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T H E  K I T B A G : 
P L AY E R  P R O F I L E

P L AY E R  N A M E : P L AY E R  I M A G E :

N A T I O N A L I T Y :

C H I L D H O O D  E X P E R I E N C E S :

T E A M S  P L AY E D  F O R : P L AY E R  Q U A L I T I E S :

AWA R D S ,  M E D A L S
A N D  C U P S  W O N :

P O S I T I O N  I N
C U R R E N T  T E A M :
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Gerrard tells of how a young boy from Merseyside overcame personal tragedy in the 

Hillsborough disaster to make his dream of playing for Liverpool FC come true. But 

that boy was no ordinary footballer; he would go on to captain his club for over a 

decade, inspiring their legendary Champions League and FA Cup wins along the way. 
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A I M  O F  T H E  G A M E :

L i t e r a c y  o b j e c t i v e s :

•	 To use inference whilst reading to gain further understanding of a text.
•	 Working on developing settings and characters. 

P S H E E  o b j e c t i v e :

•	 Explore qualities needed for leadership. 
 

T E C H N I C A L  A R E A :

Gather together all the things you’ll need for this activity: Printed copies for each child of:
•	 k e e p i n g  a  c l e a n  s h e e t  2

•	 P L AY E R  P R O F I L E 

•	 E X T R A C T  1  o n  t h e  i n t e r a c t i v e  w h i t e b o a r d

•	 P r i n t e d  c o p i e s  f o r  e a c h  c h i l d  o f :

WA R M - U P  A C T I V I T Y :

Have a copy of  EXTRACT 1 up on the interactive whiteboard. The warm up is to read through the text to see what 
can be inferred from the sentences. Inference is what we ‘read between the lines’, what isn’t actually written down 
but that we can make informed guesses about. This can vary from person to person so ask the children to be 
respectful of other people’s ideas. 

•	 W h y  w a s  M r s  F o w l e r  s u r p r i s e d ? 

•	 D i d  S t e v e n  s m i l i n g  a t  M r s  F o w l e r  m a k e  a  d i f f e r e n c e  t o  w h a t  h e  w a n t e d ? 

•	 W h a t  h a p p e n e d  i n  t h e  f i f t e e n  m i n u t e s  b e t w e e n  M r s  F o w l e r  s p e a k i n g  w i t h  S t e v e n  a n d  t h e  c a r 

m o v i n g ? 

•	 W h y  d i d  S t e v e n  p r e f e r  t o  b e  c h a l l e n g e d  b y  p l a y i n g  f o o t b a l l  w i t h  h i s  b r o t h e r  a n d  o l d e r 

b o y s ? 

•	 H o w  d o  y o u  t h i n k  S t e v e n  f e l t  w h e n  t h e  c o a c h  s a i d  t h a t  h e  w a s  t o o  y o u n g  t o  p l a y ?

 

T H E  A C T I O N :

Having practiced looking for inference in the first extract, now give each reading pair a copy of  K E E P I N G  A  C L E A N 

S H E E T  2  to read through together. Challenge the children to read through the whole of the extract and then work 
through each of the questions. The answers are not actually included in the words but are there ‘between the 
lines’. Both extracts are pieces from the biography that highlight Steven Gerrard’s developing leadership skills.

Once the children have completed the activity, invite them to share their ideas as they review each of the 
questions. Does everyone have the same answers? Do other children in class have different ideas? Are their 
answers based on fact or opinion? Discuss what the difference is between fact and opinion. 

Reviewing the two extracts, what qualities did Steven Gerrard have that made him a good footballer? What 
qualities did he have that helped him to be a team captain? 
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A D D I T I O N A L  T I M E  A D D E D :

This activity is about creating imaginative settings and developing characters for a story. Place a pair of football 
boots in front of the class; they could be old ones, worn, brand new, modern or old-fashioned, muddy or clean. 
Invite the children to think about who the boots might belong to and where they might have been worn. Once the 
boots have been around the class ask the children to share their creative ideas. Remind the children this is a great 
opportunity to use adjectives in fantastic sentences. These are not just any old boots!

•	 W h o  o w n s  o r  w e a r s  t h e  b o o t s ? 

•	 I s  i t  a  c h i l d  o r  a n  a d u l t ? 

•	 D e s c r i b e  w h a t  t h e  b o o t s  l o o k  l i k e ,  a r e  t h e y  n e w ,  o l d ,  s h i n y ,  b l a c k ,  n e o n ,  s t r i p e d ,  w o r n , 

n u m b e r  o f  s t u d s ,  e t c . 

•	 W h e r e  c o u l d  t h e  b o o t s  h a v e  b e e n  w o r n ?  A r e  t h e y  w o r n  f o r  l o c a l  f i v e - a - s i d e ,  a  s c h o o l  t e a m 

g a m e ,  F A  C u p ,  C h a m p i o n s  L e a g u e  F i n a l  o r  w h e r e ? 

•	 C o u l d  t h e y  b e  m a g i c  b o o t s  t h a t  g i v e  t h e  w e a r e r  s p e c i a l  s k i l l s  o r  p o w e r s ? 

•	 O r  a r e  t h e y  o r d i n a r y  b o o t s  b u t  w i t h  a  h i s t o r y ? 

•	 H o w  d i d  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  c o m e  t o  o w n  t h e s e  p a r t i c u l a r  b o o t s ? 

•	 W h a t  h a p p e n s  t o  t h e  b o o t s  w h e n  t h e y  a r e n ’ t  b e i n g  w o r n ? 

Challenge the children to develop a football boot wearing character and a story plot using the MAGIC BOOTS 
template to work out their ideas and then develop the story further in their literacy books. The children could 
illustrate their story with a drawing of their magic boots or challenge a friend to draw someone else’s boots using 
their written descriptions!

M A T C H  A N A LY S I S :

Invite children to share their completed story plots about the football boots. Did any boots help their wearers to be 
good leaders on the pitch or have special powers or skills? Ask the children to give positive feedback on the plots.
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Read the extract from Gerrard carefully. All the answers are in the extract or you 

can work out the answer by deduction. Remember to answer in complete sentences! 

EXTRACT one
from ‘Gerrard’, pp. 3132

 One day, a car was parked on Happy Street. A relative  was visiting one of their neighbours and, 
of course,  they weren’t to know this concrete space was the ‘pitch’ where the boys played football. 
Stevie went straight up and knocked on his neighbour’s front door.

‘Hi, Stevie,’ Mrs Fowler said as she opened the door. ‘How can I help you?’
‘Hi, Mrs F. Do you know anything about that car?’ he asked, pointing towards the 

concrete space.
‘Yes, that’s my sister’s car – she’s on a day trip from Wales.’
‘That’s nice – could she move it, please?’ Stevie asked.
‘Oh,’ Mrs Fowler replied. She was very surprised by Stevie’s assertive request but he was smiling 

very  politely. ‘I don’t know where else she can park …’
‘I’m sorry Mrs F, but that’s our pitch!’ Stevie interrupted.

Fifteen minutes later, the car was gone and the boys’ game could finally begin.

Sometimes Stevie joined in games with his school friends but as fun as it was, the level was too easy
for Stevie and so he preferred to challenge himself against his brother and his older friends. From
Monday to Friday he played with them on the estate. At weekends, though, he was desperate to join 
them in their local Under-10s team, Tolgate. So one day, he went down to a training session there.

‘Hello, can I join in please?’ he asked the coach who was setting out the cones. 
The coach looked at the small, skinny boy in front of him. ‘How old are you, kid?’ he asked. 
Stevie thought about lying but he knew that his brother would tell the truth. ‘Seven, but I play with
the older boys all the time, I promise.’
The coach shook his head. ‘I’m sorry, lad, butyou’re just too young. Come back in a couple of years.’

T H E  K I T B A G : 
K E E P I N G  A  C L E A N  S H E E T  2
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Colour in the footballs - 1 football if you think you could do better next time 
right up to 5 footballs if you are a star player and got all the answers right!

H O W  D I D 
Y O U  D O ?

1.	 Why do you think Steven Gerrard was made captain of Liverpool Football Club?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

2.	 Why couldn’t he believe it when he was offered the captaincy?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

3.	 What did Steven and Michael think the team needed to do to get to the next level?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

4.	 Do you think that Liverpool Football Club was playing well at this stage?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

5.	 What two qualities did they think the team lacked?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

6.	 Who loved Liverpool Football Club?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

7.	 Why was Houllier thinking about making changes?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

8.	 In Houllier’s opinion, what was Steven ready to take on?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

9.	 Who was involved in the decision about the new team captain?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

10.	 Why was becoming club captain such a massive honour for Steven?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

1
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1 0
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T H E  K I T B A G : 
M A G I C  B O O T S

D E S C R I B E  T H E  B O O T S  I N  Y O U R  S T O R Y

W H E R E  D O E S  Y O U R  S T O R Y  T A K E  P L A C E ?  T H E R E  M I G H T  B E 
S E V E R A L  S E T T I N G S .

W H O  W E A R S  T H E  B O O T S  –  R E M E M B E R  T O  G I V E  A  F U L L  D E S C R I P T I O N 
O F  A G E ,  A P P E A R A N C E ,  C H A R A C T E R I S T I C S  A N D  Q U A L I T I E S

A R E  T H E R E  O T H E R  C H A R A C T E R S  I N  Y O U R  S T O R Y ?
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T H E  K I T B A G : 
M A G I C  B O O T S

H O W  D O E S  Y O U R  S T O R Y  S T A R T  –  T H I N K  O F  T H E  T I M E  O F  D AY, 
S E A S O N ,  W E A T H E R ,  L O C A T I O N ?

H O W  D O  T H E  B O O T S  H E L P  T O  R E S O LV E  T H E  D I L E M M A  O R  P R O B L E M ?

W H A T  D I L E M M A  I S  T H E R E ?  D O E S  S O M E T H I N G  G O  W R O N G , 
H I T  A  P R O B L E M ,  D I S A S T E R  O R  A  C H A L L E N G E ?

H O W  D O  Y O U  B L O W  T H E  F I N A L  W H I S T L E  O N  Y O U R  S T O R Y ?
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T H E  K I T B A G : 
M A G I C  B O O T S  D R AW I N G
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